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KETU NORTH MUNICIPAL ASSEMBLY DZODZE

PHYSICAL PLANNING DEPARTMENT
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2023 FIRST QUARTER REPORT

KETU NORTH MUNICIPAL ASSEMBLY
FIRST QUARTER REPORT - JANUARY TO MARCH, 2023

INTRODUCTION
The Ketu North Municipal Assembly is one of the Eighteen (18) districts in the Volta Region. It

has its administrative capital at Dzodze which lies about 80km South of Ho, the regional capital.

GEOGRAPHIC LOCATION

The district is located on the Southern part of the Volta Region. It shares boundaries with the
Akatsi North District to the North, Keta Municipal to the South-West, Republic of Togo to the
East. To the South, it is bounded by Ketu South Municipal and to the West by Akatsi South
District

SIZE:

The Municipality has a total surface area of about 423.8 square kilometres representing 2.1 percent
of the total land area of the Volta Region is located between latitudes 6° 03” N and 6° 20” N and
longitudes 0° 49’E and 1° 05°E.

POPULATION

According to the 2021 Population and Housing Census, the total population of the District was
114,846, made up of 53,932 (47%) Males and 60,914 (53%). The district has a population
density of about 254.6 persons per square kilometre. The population growth rate of the district is

1.3%. The map below shows the various communities within the municipality.






COMMUNITY MAP - KETU NORTH MUNICIPAL ASSEMBLY
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LEGAL MANDATE

The Department of Physical Planning derives its legal mandate from five main legislations

namely:
1) Land Use and Spatial Planning Act, Act 925
2) Land Use and Spatial Planning Regulations, 2019 (L.1. 2384)
3) The Local Government Act, 2016 (Act 936)
4) The National Development Planning Commission Act, 1994 (Act 479)
5) The National Development Planning (systems) Act 1994 (Act 480)
6) The National Building Regulations, 1996 (L. I. 1630)

VISION STATEMENT
To become a unique technically and proactive department, able to contribute effectively to the

rational development of sustainable human settlement and environmental horticulture.

MISSION STATEMENT
The department exist to plan, manage and implement harmonious, sustainable and cost effective

human settlement and environmental horticulture in the district in accordance with sound

environmental and planning principles.

FUNCTIONS OF THE PHYSICAL PLANNING DEPARTMENT
1. Preparing planning schemes and providing technical advice in promoting orderly healthy

and harmonious spatial growth and development of human settlements in the District.

2. Co-ordination of diverse physical developments promoted by departments, agencies of
government and private developers.

3. Administration of land use management procedures in settlement and channeling of day
to day physical development into efficient forms and sound environmental places of
residence, work and recreation.

4. Receiving and issuing out of physical development application documents for and within

the Municipality.



5. Providing diverse forms of planning services to other public institutions, boards,
corporations and private developers with the purpose of securing the highest level of
aesthetics, health, efficiency and others in the built environment.

6. A decentralized and participatory approach to land use planning and management
involving chiefs, land owners and the general public.

7. Preparation of spatial and structure plans.

SCOPE

This report talks about major activities undertaken within the first quarter, major challenges,

solutions, projections and meetings held.

ACTIVITIES UNDERTAKEN

1. Revenue generated within the Quarter
An amount of Twenty — Nine Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninty-Four Ghana Cedis, Forty
Pesewas (GH@29,994.40) was generated into Internally Generated Funds for the year even

though some applicants are yet to pay their permit fees.

2. Weekly Surveillance of Development Activities
This exercise comprised of a team of five (5) members led by the Building Inspector. It resulted
in the acquiring of information on individuals or developers putting up structures without a
permit (building and development permit) issued by the Spatial Planning Committee of Ketu-

North Municipal Assembly. The team visited Tadzewu and its environs during the exercise.

3. Inspection of issued Development Permit

The Physical Planning Department together with the Works Department inspected forty (40)
sites to check the conformity of issued permits in 2022. During the exercise it came to light that
some of the areas in Alagbavi and global down are not motorable and therefore needs agent
attention to open up the road network in these areas.



4. Planning Education/ Sensitization

The Department together with the Municipal Coordinating Director and Works Department
carried out public sensitization on importance of planning, the need of protecting access roads
and the processes of acquiring Development Permit on Danyigba and Nyatefe Radio.

5. Technical and Spatial Planning Committee Meetings

Three Technical and Spatial Planning committee meetings were held during the quarter. The

meeting delves into strategies to be adopted to prevent the high increase of unauthorized

developments within the municipality.

6. Revenue Mobilization

The Department took part in management’s decision to carry out all-inclusive revenue

mobilization to boost the internally generated fund for the quarter and also ensure all arrears

were paid.

7. Boundary Disputes

The Department resolved three (3) boundary disputes among developers during the quarter.

STAFE STRENGTH

The department has experienced any transfers in the quarter.
The Staff Strength as at 315" March, 2023 stood at one.
Refer to the table below:

S/N
NAME SEX | DATE OF | STAFF GRADE POSTING | REMARKS
BIRTH NO.
1 JAMES ATIKPO | M 04/05/1983 | 841015 Principal Physical | KNMA Head of Physical

Planning officer

Planning

Department




SIMON KWAKU | M 18/07/1995 | 1541166 Senior Gardener KNMA Gardener

DORDUNU

CHALLENGES

Major Challenges facing the Department are as follows;

Lack of Technical officers to support the Head of department in delivering the
departments mandate.

Non-availability of permanent vehicle for development control activities.

Low level of in-depth knowledge by the population on land use issues hampers the
department’s effort of achieving total adherence to planning regulation.

Inadequate funds to carry the street naming exercise.

Lack of funds to prepare Structure Plans for the Municipality.

EXPECTED INTERVENTIONS

Recruitments of Technical Officers and Planners should be carried out to make the
department more functional.

The Assembly should allocate a permanent vehicle and make weekly fuel allocations for
development control activities.

The Assembly must assist the department in undertaking public education.

Funds should be release for the continuation of the street naming exercise.

Funds should be release for the preparation of Structure Plan.

PROJECTION FOR SECOND QUARTER

Organization of Technical and Spatial Planning committee meetings.
Intensive development control activities.

Mass education concerning planning regulations.

Undertake street naming exercise in the Municipality.

Preparation of sector scheme (Local Plans).

Preparation of Structure Plan




CONCLUSION

For Human Settlement Planning to achieve its basic aims of Aesthetics, Safety, Convenience,

Harmony and Economy, there should be a collective effort by the Assembly, Land Owners,
Chiefs and Developers working together.

Even though the Municipality is old, planning principles and procedures for carrying out
physical developments are not well understood by developers. But the department strongly
believes that with continuous education, developers will be conversant with the procedures one

has to undergo before buying a land, developing and other planning principles.



