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INTRODUCTION

Agriculture is the mainstay of the Ketu North Municipal economy. It employs about 80% of the
economically active labour force. Nearly every household in the Municipal is engaged in farming or
agricultural related activity. Farming in the municipality is largely carried out on small scale basis.
The average acreage cultivated ranges between 4-6 acres for all crops. Currently crops grown in
commercial quantities in the municipality include rice, maize, cassava, sweet potato and cowpea.
Maize and cassava are virtually grown at every part of the municipality. Rice cultivation is
currently becoming the economy changer, considering the increment in production and the value
chain involved. Rice is done both under irrigation and the valley bottom. However, a lot more
farmers are also moving into the valley bottom production.

VISION

A modernized, climate responsive and sustainable agriculture and food systems

MISSION

To facilitate the attainment of a modernized agriculture and food systems through the provision of demand
cost effective and efficient extension services that builds capacity of actors along commodity value chains.

The Department will promote/disseminate gender responsive technologies/practice that enhance

productivity, build resilience and supports environmental sustainability.

SUMMARY ACTIVITIES

Land preparation, seeding, transplanting, fertilizer application, pest control, field days and field monitoring,
farmer trainings are among major farming activities done within the year. The year experienced Forty-Seven
(47) intensive rains that stood at 962mm which signaled a good planting season. Sand winning, high input
cost, high cost of mechanization services, unavailability of farm labour, urbanization and migration of

farmers are the major factors negatively impacting on Agriculture in the Municipal.

Out of the 35 planned activities for the year, 25 were implemented with the rest to be done in the next
quarter. The activities done include home and farm visits, field day, maize and rice demonstrations, Farmers
education on radio, Supervision of AEAs activities, technical review meeting, market data enumeration,

organisation of the 39" National Farmers Day, among others.



Vaccinations were carried out within the year to protect dogs and livestock against schedule diseases.

Cattle — 107,053, Sheep — 3158, Goat - 127, Pig — 12, Camel - 11 were moved within the Municipality to

Ashaiman and Accra for slaughtering.

The Municipality under the Emergency Support to Rural livelihoods and Food systems (ESRF) Programme
supplied 28 farmers with an average of 200 broilers with needed feed for 8 weeks for free. The Project as
funded by the International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD) supplied each of the selected farmers
with broiler day old chicks, vaccines and feed (Starter and Finisher). The beneficiaries are expected to sell

the birds and use the proceeds to start their own poultry business

The Municipal is part of 4 other Districts selected to partake in the World Food Programme (WFP) support
for Agribusiness with target to the Youths at Avalavi, Klenormadi, Agorvega, Dekpor Yia, Tadzewu,
Tsiyinu and Penyi. Over 300 farmers were registered voluntarily after Community announcement was made.
7 Value chain actors were selected for a 3-day Workshop at Ho as part of the sensitization. The registered
farmers are expected to undergo a training by the WFP and then selected participants will be supported by

the Programme

FOOD PRODUCTION SITUATION

No Crops Productivity (Mt/Ha) | Area of production (Ha) Production (Mt)
1 Cassava | 28.1 5000 140,500
2 Sweet 20.2 1400 28,280
potato
3 Okra 7.8 81 631.8
4 Garden 8.2 74 606.8
€99
5 Rice 6.5 5694 37,011
6 Maize 3.8 5274 20,041.2

LIVESTOCK PRODUCTION

LIVESTOCK 2022 2023 PERCENTAGE
INCREASE (%)

Cattle 3971 5613 41.35




Sheep 1522 2932 92.64

Goat 1911 3418 78.85
Pig 1998 3181 52.21
Poultry 35512 45003 26.73

RAINFALL FIGURES FOR THE QUARTER

2022 2023 Percentage Change (%)
No | District Rainfall No. of Rain | Rainfall Number of Rainfall No. of Rain
(mm) days (mm) Rain days days
Ketu 826 48 962 47 16.46 -2.13
North

SOME ACTIVITIES UNDERTAKEN IN THE YEAR

Rainbow Crop Clinic

Rainbow Agro-chemicals, one of the leading Agro-chemical suppliers in the country partnered
with the Department to undertake Crop Clinic activities within the Municipality. As at the end
of the period under review, 84 farmers from 5 Communities namely, Tsiaveme, Agrorvie,
Lormnava, Dagbalakope, and Kasu, benefitted from the initiative through community
engagement to bring out challenges being experienced by farmers and possible Agro-chemical
package from the Rainbow Agro-chemical catalogue. From the encounter, it was realized that
crapgrass and elephant grass were difficult to be controlled with selective chemicals in maize

farms, hence new products such as Nicoking Super was introduced to tackle the issue.
Field demonstrations

The Department has done 9 maize demonstrations in all the 4 zones of the Municipal. The
communities include Tsiaveme, Lormnava, Zukpe, Akpatoeme, Tsiyinu, Avalava, Dekpor Yia,
Klenormadi and Penyi. The total beneficiaries were 316 farmers (M-189, F-127). The
demonstrations were done to compare the yields of short duration maize and long duration

maize to come out with the best varieties to use in the midst of the Climate change devastation.




Monitoring of field activities

The Director of Agriculture, the M.1.S. Officer and the Agricultural Extension Agent for
Tsiaveme and Lormnava went for monitoring of Two Farmer based organizations namely,
Lebene and Dzigbordi farmers Association Respectively. The monitoring was to assess the state
of the groups and also the performance of their field demonstrations. Observations made include
a vibrant state of the groups and well laid demonstrations. The Director of Agriculture
encourage the groups to stay stronger so as the become a model group in the Region, in addition

he took the opportunity to sensitize the groups on the Phase Il of the Planting for Food and Jobs
Market data enumeration

Following the Department’s weekly survey and monthly enumeration of the food prices from
the market, it can be said that over the period under review, food prices for major commodity
like maize and cassava have seen a slight increment whiles rice and cowpea have seen some

relative stability.
JICA Rice project

64 farmers under various Water Users Association, at the Weta Irrigation Scheme were taken
through hands on improved rice production both theoretically and demonstrational at the
Irrigation field. The participants were taken through market surveying, Crop budgeting, land
preparation, seed selection, seed treatment, seeding, transplanting, pest control, weed control,
rogueing and fertilizer application. The exercise started from late April and still on-going. The
session had Japanese rice specialist and officials of the Ghana Irrigation Development Authority
being the facilitators. The project brought in Engineers from the Head office of Yamaha from

Japan to help develop appropriate implements that can suit the soil at the Irrigation scheme.
Monitoring of field activities

The Municipal Chief Executives together with some Assembly officials and officers from the
Agriculture department went to monitor the warehouse and assess the condition of the structure.
From the monitoring, the MCE directed the Department to see how best the place can be put to
good use and maintained. He further instructed the Assist. Directors present, to draft a letter to

be forwarded to the Contractor to come and do the repair works on the facility.



Field Day

The department together with Agriseed, an Agro-input company conducted a field day at Penyi.
The demonstration saw 25 farmers participating. The farmers were taken through the protocols
that resulted in the high yield experienced. In attendance were the Municipal Agricultural
Director, M.1.S. Officer, Penyi AEA, Regional sales representative of the company and the
farmers. The session was fully successful.

Harvesting of Field demonstrations

The Department together with the farmers at the 9 maize demonstrations undertook harvesting
of the produce. The communities include Tsiaveme, Lormnava, Zukpe, Akpatoeme, Tsiyinu,
Avalava, Dekpor Yia, Klenormadi and Penyi. The total beneficiaries were 316 farmers (M-189,
F-127). The demonstrations were done to compare the yields of short duration maize and long
duration maize to come out with the best varieties to use in the midst of the Climate change
devastation. At the end of the session it was realised that because there was enough rains all the
maize varieties perform well with little differences in the yield. The department have plans the

repeat same in the minor, so the objective of the demonstration can be met.
Monitoring of field activities

The Director of Agriculture, the M.1.S. Officer, Crops officer and Agric. Engineering Officer
went on field monitoring at Avalavi, Agorvega and Klenormadi to ascertain the rate of rice
handling amidst post-harvest losses considering the period which was harvesting. It was
observed that most farmers did not have drying floor spaces hence relied on rented tarpaulins
which were torn, increasing the rate of post- harvest loss. The officers assured the farmers to put

their request for more drying floors to the Central Administration of the Assembly.

Other activities

e The Department under the supervision of the Central Administration, brought some
cattle farmers together to institute by-laws to regulate cattle rearing in the Municipality

e The Department was also handed Ghana Agricultural Sector Investment Programme
(GASIP) initiatives within the Municipality for supervision, they include 2 tractors, 4
Co-operatives, over 1000 trained farmers, 6 Village Savings and Loans Associations, 4

Registered businesses among others



Vaccinations were carried out within the quarter to protect dogs and livestock against
schedule diseases. The quarter saw 310 dogs vaccinated against the rabies, 1283 goats
vaccinated against PPR and 195 Sheep vaccinated also against PPR. 35,033 Cattles, 321
Sheep and 9 Camels were moved within the Municipality to Ashaiman and Accra for
slaughtering. Inspection Certificates were issued for 34,898 Cattles before transported
from the Municipality, meat inspection was done for 11pigs after slaughtering.

2 Farmers groups were formed, inaugurated and given training. They include the Ketu
North branch of the VVolta Rice Farmers Association and Pig farmers Association.

The Municipality under the ESRF Programme supplied 28 farmers with an average of 200
broilers with needed feed for 8 weeks for free. The Project as funded by the International Fund
for Agricultural Development (IFAD) supplied each of the selected farmers with broiler day old
chicks, vaccines and feed (Starter and Finisher). The beneficiaries are expected to sell the birds
and use the proceeds to start their own poultry business

The Municipal is part of 4 other Districts selected to partake in the World Food Programme
support for Agribusiness with target to the Youths at Avalavi, Klenormadi, Agorvega, Dekpor
Yia, Tadzewu, Tsiyinu and Penyi. Over 300 farmers were registered voluntarily after
Community announcement was made. 7 Value chain actors were selected for a 3-day Workshop
at Ho as part of the sensitization. The registered farmers are expected to undergo a training by

the WFP and then selected participants will be supported by the Programme.

CHALLENGES AND RECOMMENDATIONS

No

Challenge Recommendation

Delay release of funds to undertake field activities Timely release of funds is recommended to

implement planned activities

Poor extension agent —farmer ratio due to poor Additional staff should be recruited or

number of staff posted to the Municipal

Inadequate drying floors for rice farmers resulting in | More drying floors should be constructed or

increase in post-harvest loss. tarpaulin provided to farmers to minimize
post- harvest loss and to generate revenue to
the Assembly

Inadequate logistics for the office such as electronic | Provision of logistics to ease work at the

scale, photocopy machine and digital camera. office and the field

Continuous sand-winning destroying farms lands Affected lands should be reclaimed to make

usable for Agriculture activities




Figure 2: Experts from Yamaha Inc. at Avalavi to take soil samples to design farm implements to meet the soil standard



Figure 4: Director of Agric on a field visit at Rockshell rice fields



Figure 5: Monitoring of ESRF Poultry by Regional M&E Officer at Dzodze Keyime

Figure 6: Field day at Penyi



Figure 8: Registration of farmers for the World Food Programme Youth Support for Agribusiness at Penyi



Figure 9: Sale of ESRF Poultry at Dzodze market



